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Foreign children living in Japan who wish to enroll in
a public elementary school may do so free of charge, and
receive the same education as their Japanese peers.

We hope that by using this “Elementary School
Enrollment Guidebook” as a reference while preparing
for school, parents/guardians and their children can
greet the first day of classes worry-free.
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Preparing for Enroliment in Elementary School

Enroliment in School

Children who will turn 7 years old after April 224 may enroll in elementary school.

Your child’s school will be determined based on where you live. The school year starts in
April. Elementary school consists of six years in total.

School Entrance Health Examination - Enroliment Information Session
About half a year before school starts (i.e., around August ~ October) you will receive a
letter from your local municipal office.
This letter will include instructions about health examinations and your school enrollment
information session. It is very important that you attend this information session — please
be sure to do so.

Elementary School Enroliment Procedures

Go to the Board of Education at your local municipal office, and tell them you would like

your child to attend a Japanese school. The Board of Education will give you a School

Enrollment Application Form. Once you have filled in the necessary spaces, please submit

the form; you may submit the form at any time.

¢ Enrollment instructions are mailed to parents and guardians who are registered
residents and have a child who will be of elementary school age in the coming year. In
some cases, enrollment instructions may not be delivered, so if your child is nearing 6
years of age, you should go to your local municipal office ahead of time to ask about
enrollment.

School Expenses
Classes and textbooks at public elementary schools are free.
However, school lunches, special materials, field trips, and other such expenses must be
paid for by parents/guardians.
You will need to go through the procedures to have these expenses drawn from your bank
account

Sample Expenses

Class Fee/Textbook Fee Free
Approximately ¥4,000 per month

School Lunches (varies by municipality)
. . Payment for workbooks (for homework, practice
Teaching Materials problems, etc.) required
Field Trips Monetary deposits required
Others PTA(Parent-Teacher Association) membership fee, etc.

School backpack, indoor shoes, tote bag, gym clothes,
writing materials, etc.
Before Enrollment Approximately ¥50,000~

Necessary Expenses

Assistance for Enrolling in School
In cases where it is deemed that school enrollment presents an economic hardship, there
are institutions in place which can provide assistance for some expenses.
For more information, please consult your local Board of Education.

Special Needs Education
There are special needs education schools established for children with disabilities.
Additionally, some non-special needs schools have special education classes.
The Board of Education will work with you to determine what school environment is best
for your child.
For more information, please contact your local Board of Education.

3



FRES
AERED 1R RO L EROTIAT RO EABITT, 7272 L. HUkORRIC K 0 RIS
0 EF, EACEROKA L. FRIBICHKZR T,

1HDOFRHN
AL — AT E X T L IR B L E T,
D2 LT LTRSS O R MR A L, Bk & I & A & £,
RO 4IFFRBHD | 1 FERIL 45 53T,

KBTI —FEICBERET, B b LET,
fa KT UAR—mH O TEARLIRNVEM B85 A 1THTD
SR LEL XD,

AR P KRt EEETHRIGBILET,
ETHISS HBERW T . MUl R B S T-b TIRBRLET,
B FEENC LT 1RSD HHRWHBHD E T,
PO SRS L, PRI IR B E T, AL BT L, I
QWEIRAZ AT 5 H A, Ba lTHZ £,
JFD D2 FHO T ESE EEE OB A& ET,
T AR LIZEMT IR LET
MM 1], 24T P DLV LB ET,

BERRICFELZAMDTHLSITE?
HERRRICFE T E b 2> TH b ) TRISTREREHE] LW ORERD Y £3. 1
IR OREALEBIC K 0 EE SN THWETOT, #F L IFEFICBHWEDESZ SV,

1 FROANEFHTE

= e oD URECAET BT OB HTHT
(4~T7H) ANFERAR) | e+, VEEDRHHLBILET,




School Life

This is a general example of the course of one day and one year at an elementary school.
Details will however vary depending on your area and school. Generally speaking, there
is no school on Saturdays, Sundays, and public holidays.

The Course of a School Day

Going to Children living in the same area will usually all go to
school together in a group.

School J group

Morning Each class does morning greetings, takes attendance,

Meeting and listens to various announcements.

Morning .
There are four classes, each 45 minutes long.
Classes
Everyone eats together in the classroom. Students set
S the table themselves and clean up after eating.
School Lunch :
#Consult with your child’s homeroom teacher if there are any
foods they cannot eat due to allergies or for religious reasons.
Students can freely spend their time outside on the
Recess . .
school grounds, in the library, etc.
) Students clean the classrooms, hallways, restrooms,
Cleaning
etc. by themselves.
Depending on the schedule, there are days with
Afternoon af.ternoon classes and dgys without. .

Classes *From second grade, there is always one class in the afternoon.
From third grade onward, days with two classes in the
afternoon gradually increase.

End of the Day Students go over the next day’s schedule, their

Meeting assigned homework, and various announcements.

Going Home Ea.ch grade goes home in a group.
¥ Some schools have the entire school go home together once a
from School week

Can someone look after my child after school?
There are institutions called “After-School Youth Classrooms” which provide care for
children after school when those children’s parents are not home. These institutions are
run by municipal welfare departments; please contact your local municipal office for
more details.

The Course of a School Year and Main Events

) Entrance -7 An event celebrating first graders
First Semester Ceremony ""\ﬁ entering school. First graders and their
(April ~ July) (ApriD) M parents/guardians participate.
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Children have their health checked by

€

~
Health : W having their height and weight
Examinations ¢ measured, their eyesight tested, etc.
.o
First Semester
(April ~ July) Swimming For gym class, children practice
(Pool) {L“ swimming in the school pool. On pool
¥ From June to days, students bring a swimsuit, a
early September e swimming cap, and a towel to school.
‘S/_;léggsg - .n There is a long vacation from

(from the end of
July to the end of

About 40 days

around July 20t to August 31st.
There is homework to be
completed during vacation.

W, o
vz Lx g

August)
A fun day where all school students
(Sporti.Day participate in sporting events like relay
sometimes ‘ T d tug-of-wars, and parents and
Second : SN races an g ’ b .
Semester held in June) " =g guardians go to cheer on their children.
(September ~
December) Recital, School Students put on performances such as

Arts Festival,
ete.

plays and chorus recitals. Parents and
guardians go to school to watch.

Winter Vacation
(from the end of
December to the

beginning of
January)

About 15 days

A vacation from around December 24th
to around January 6th, There is
homework to be completed during the
vacation.

Third Semester
(January ~
March)

Spring Vacation
(from the end of
March to the
beginning of April)

About 10 days

A vacation from around March 25t to
around April 6,

+ Schools using a two-semester system refer to the semesters not as first, second,
and third semester, but rather as first term and second term.

Other Events
Students leave the school to have first-hand
studying experiences and make educational
Field Trips observations. Some field trips require students

to bring a lunch from home.
¥ Some field trips will require overnight lodging, such as the 6th
grade school excursion, or the 5t grade outdoor studying trip.

Parents Day

Parents and guardians come to school and observe
their children’s classes.

Parent-Teacher

Parents/guardians meet with their child’s homeroom
teacher in order to discuss their child’s school

Conference performance and daily life.
Homeroom teachers visit the houses of their
. . students, and talk with parents about the student’s
Home Visit

home life, which is helpful for improving in-school
instruction.
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The Curriculum and Japanese Language

Curriculum and Subjects
The content of the child’s education (the curriculum) is determined by each school, following

government-established Course of Study guidelines. In first grade, students study Japanese,
mathematics, life studies, music, drawing & crafts, and physical education. There is also time
for the study of ethics and integrated studies, as well as time for special activities. Classes are
normally conducted in Japanese.

Japanese Acquisition
Some regions provide special assistance for Japanese study for those students who have

difficulty in understanding the language. However, not all regions have such assistance.
If your child did not attend kindergarten or nursery school in Japan, it may be helpful for
them to attend preschool before going to elementary school. For more information, please

contact your local Board of Education or International Exchange Association.

Maintaining Your Child’s Native Language

It is believed that children who have a firm grasp of their native language are also able to
learn Japanese quickly. While it is certainly important for your child to learn Japanese, you
will be more helpful to them if you work on improving their native language ability, rather
than trying to force both yourself and your child to use Japanese at home. We recommend
activities like reading picture books together.

Items 1o Prepare for School

If you go to a large supermarket or shopping center and show a store employee this page, they
may be able to help you find the necessary items.

There will be an explanation of what items are necessary for school at the enrollment
information session, and there will be some items which you can buy there, but other items you
will have to prepare by yourself. If you are unsure of something, you can ask your child’s school
or your local Board of Education about it.

Write your child’s name on all of their belongings.

If possible, please write it in hiragana.

[JSchool Backpack [IStudy Desk Set [JHat for the School

Commute

For carrying textbooks and Many households purchase | A hat worn when going to
notebooks. Used every day. these desk sets so their | and from school. Used every

children can focus on study- | day.
ing at home as well as at

school.




M2ED 2572 B IZIZFF>T
TFELI,

CIADE Tty

ERIIT I D EA LT
V:@i?}@i‘ﬁ‘/\/o

OFRT 7

B AR A AL
ij—o

O _E#f- E#EAR

Ok

O AAEEy b (FERICID R
720FET)

HWRERDOERZT —7 WZHLHD
TJ, B HPEWEL X,

/

HETHEWNET, FHEVEL
X9,

FROPTIXEET, IKRLBELZANTWEET, ¥ | HBEOHE, HEANEFET,
22— A X ANIRNTLTZENY,
Of T 7% RS Ol R E2REd) | 05T

WEEEANET, DY
VTN AR ONEL LD,

O35 B

o
y
S5
&
o
'.'
-
"' B
L
*,
y
s
r "

$nZE (2B) < REnZE-THL A L
ERL Xy 7 IR EAA
e,

OFrCe

TFEA TN ET,

CHA IR - R A

owy

. .':V
V SR

AR 228 -
EEOLON

AN

hBE DD

RS ET,

FRICH > TETIF \H VD

HARD/WNFRTIL, o TETUIWNWIT2WEDONRHLDT, HELEL X I,

s Av— K72, T Ly MR

Bbbe
cBET (A, bORRE)
-7V Y —4H
- ARBIFRIPPIERZR IS, BIEICZLHF > THWYZ L TIW T EEA, "e

10




[Umbrella, Raincoat

~

Should be taken to school on
days when it seems it might
rain.

COHandkerchief, Tissues

There are no shared towels
or tissues at school, and no
hand-driers in school
restrooms.

[1Tote Bag

A bag for carrying special
tools used at school.

OIndoor Shoes, Indoor Shoe
Bag

Shoes worn inside of school.

[JCanteen/Thermos

/

For carrying water and tea.
Please do not put juice
inside.

[Toothbrush & Toothpaste
Set (varies by school)

For brushing teeth after
school lunches.

[JLunch Napkin & Bag

Used as a placemat during

[IChopsticks
(varies by school)

/

Used during school lunch.

[Pencil Case

For carrying stationery. (We

&
.
¥
&
>
o
¥
»
+
4
&
&

Pencils (2B), red pencil,
eraser, ruler, pencil cap,
name pen (a bold black

marker for writing one’s
name), etc.

A plastic sheet placed
underneath a notebook’s
pages when writing, to create
a secure hard surface.

school lunch. Should be Should be washed daily. recommend a pencil case

washed daily. with as simple a design as
possible.)

[IStationery CWriting Pad O Gym Clothes, a Red and

White Hat

Many schools z > \

designate & - @
specific gym

clothes. Gym
Caoycay

L ]
~
7

clothes are
used during
gym classes.

Items that Cannot be Brought 1o School

There are some things which are not allowed at Japanese elementary schools. Please be careful

of these items.

+ Smartphones, tablets
+ Toys
- Sweets (gum, candy, etc.)

« Accessories (necklaces, earrings, etc.)

+ Money

...Students are not allowed to stop at stores and buy things during recess or after school.
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The Role of Parents & Guardians

Keeping a Balanced Lifestyle
Parents/guardians should help their children get to bed early and wake up early in the
morning. It’s also important to support your child at home so that they can get dressed, clean
up, and otherwise prepare for school by themselves.

Studying at Home
After school starts, there will be homework more or less every day. It’s very important for your
child to make a habit of studying at home. Parents/guardians should check to make sure that
their child finishes assigned homework.

Keeping in Touch with Your Child’s School
Most contact from your child’s school will come via a “correspondence notebook.” This
notebook is a vital connection between the school and each child’s parents/guardians. When
you have questions for your child’s homeroom teacher, write them in this notebook. Outside of
the correspondence notebook, your child may occasionally be asked to bring important letters
or papers to you, so please be sure to consistently check in with them about correspondence
from their teachers.
If you are unable to read letters from the school, you should contact the school ahead of
time and let them know.

Contacting the School When Your Child will be Absent or Late
You can use simple Japanese to communicate to your child’s school that they will be absent or
late, so please be sure to contact the school in these circumstances. If the school does not hear
from you, the teachers will worry.

(Example)
» Notifying the School of an Absence

nen kumi desu node yasumimasu
(Ex.) ofaA(grade) o< # (section) ., (child’s name) TJ, coocodT, T HAET,
t aichougawarui
(Child’s class and name) ( Reason: feeling ill 725 x 9 N> HU0N)

» Notifying the School about a Late Arrival
nen kumi desu node chikokushimasu
(Ex.) o#a/u(grade) o< # (section) . (child’s name)T9, cooo®dT, HZ 7,

taichougawarui

(Child’s class and name) (Reason: feeling ill 72\ 5 x 9 23> 5 \))

Participating in School Events
You should participate in school events where parents/guardians are
expected to come (such as Sports Day and Parent’s Day) as much as
possible. If your child sees other parents present, but not their own,
they may feel upset.

About PTA Activities

The PTA (Parent-Teacher Association) does numerous activities related to parent-teacher
conferences, ensuring the security of children going to and coming home from school, and so
forth. The PTA gives you the chance to interact with your child’s teachers and the parents of
your child’s classmates, so it’s best to participate as much as you can.

13
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http://www.clair.or.jp/tagengo/
TEL:058-214-7700

Useful Information

If you have anything troubling you, or anything which you do not understand, please consult
your school’s teachers, your local Board of Education, and/or Gifu International Center.

4 MEXT - Ministry of Education, Culture, 4+ CLAIR-cCouncil of Local Authorities for
Sports, Science and Technology International Relations

Guidebook for Foreign Students  Multilingual Life Information

Starting School

http://lwww.clair.or.jp/tagengo/

http://www.mext.go.jp/en/policy/educatio
P go.p poticy CLAIR explains 17 subjects important for

n/elsecl/title02/detail02/1373857.htm )
day to day life

(including health care,
MEXT Homepage >

Policy >
Education >

Elementary and

education,and emergency/

disaster information)

in 15 different languages.

Search [£E7 4AIEF (RIFAZ HULo
tagengo seikatsu) | !

Secondary Education >
Guide for foreign students to start school

You can check
detailed school
enrollment info in
various
languages.

CLAIR provides
information to help
foreigners living in

Japan.

|

+ Gifu International Center (English, Chinese, Portuguese, Tagalog)
http://www.gic.or.jp/en/

GIC provides multilingual consultations for foreign residents. Foreign residents can
also use GIC’s telephone interpreting support service (triopohone) when they wish to

contact
public institutions like the prefectural or municipal offices, schools, etc.

3¢ The interpreting service is free. (However, all telephone charges are

the responsibility of the resident using the service.)
Please feel free to contact us when you require help.

Languages: English, Portuguese, Chinese, Tagalog

Times: Monday through Friday, 9:00 to 5:00 \
GIC Phone Number: 058-214-7700 -, Prof
o (] t b
Interpreting Service: 058-263-8066 D — Nfsneigig;ity
Resident seeking help School, ete.

Three people can speak on the phone at once (triophone).
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HNEAND IR E for~ >

+ RERAQOBREHE-EE—FK

GIC by I R—= >

http://lwww.gic.or.jp/foreigner/japanese/

NEANDIH IS v~ >

AEFE TS T 2 MR R ITIEA T (AAHEHRE - #IE)
FRCF<ESEE
E F U oh E F Voh
¥ K N> 9 AZFER 2w 9N L&
INERE LEYNWSIH B8R E AR
& Hi mEZ MR Z AT
B = EroL-o PTA PB—Tn—3%x—
FLb & FEER MTWVIED b A
REE ZI L E & <z
w # T 7 X ST
4 B x1x) £ E H U)o
B H bLc R B
87 X Cw&x9 X T T29
fa & L <720 h F AIARS
- oL x< EHEIR NAHBLHE9
[ =y J ....................................................................................................................................................................................................
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+ Multilingual Consultation Services

in Gifu Prefecture

http:/lwww.gic.or.jp/en/foreigner/

foreignlang/

GIC Homepage >
For Foreign Residents >
Multilingual Consultation

+ Japanese Language Classes in Gifu

Prefecture

+

http://lwww.gic.or.jp/en/foreigner/japanese/

GIC Homepage >
For Foreign Residents >

Japanese Language Classes

Services
Words Often Used at School
Kanji Hiragana Romaji Meaning Kanji Hiragana Romaji Meaning
2 R D3oZH Gakko school AZEX IO E Nyuga{fu entrance
shiki ceremony
IINFERE LIHMoZH Shougakko elemﬁntilry b= R SADADY Sankanbi parent’s day
schoo
N . parent-
4 Hi REZ Namae name B ZAIEAD  Kondankai teacher
conference
. ) R—=Tun—
#; = ER) e Kyoushitu classroom PTA 5 PTA PTA
FEY Nl 3 Kodomo child KRR 73):@ ' e home visit
1EFHHA homon
2 — parent/ - . national
1FZL H h z =z
rRigE < ogosha guardian Al XZ Kokugo Janguage?
. d ff
7 S R H Yasumi ayo B ¥ SATH Sansu math
school®
4 A 3] Kyo today E & HV o Seikatsu life
B H HLT- Ashita tomorrow F ¥ BADK Ongaku music
C s - drawing
g S $E T -
% L& x9 Jugyo class (lesson) 329 Zuko & crafts
f5 & Lwp<720> Shukudai homework &= F 72 Taiiku physical ed.
. s = d
w R EpIHLx< Kyuushoku  school lunch EAEIR NAB<bxrd>  Renrakucho com:jit;oince

1. This includes school vacations and days your child is absent due to illness, etc.
2. The national language of Japan is Japanese — thus, kokugo is effectively Japanese language class.
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